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Introduction 


1. The Samantabhadra-carya-pranidhana-raja forms an important 
text of a trio, the other two of which are Manjusri-jnanasattvasya 
paramartha nama-sangitih and Arya-prajnaparamita-sancaya-gatha. The 
colophon of the Sera edition runs: 

Which means that the xylographic blocks of the 
three texts c^ESr, and qaq- are deposited in the Tantra College 

of the Sera Monastery. The three texts referred to by their extremely 
abbreviated names are as follows: 

qg^-q- nw&rwsiflftr: (A Complete Catalogue of the 

Tibetan Buddhist Canons, Sendai 1934, no.360). 

atPnwmSRlRIspmwT (ibid, no.13). 

qac = Q^sjsil^rei'qac'^fl^'q^g^-ojsrJ-gnj-sf 

Our text is more commonly known under its abbreviated title 
Bhadracari in Sanskrit or Bzaii-spyod in Tibetan (found on the 
margins of Tibetan xylographs). In his History of Indian Literature, 
vol.II (Calcutta 1933), p.326, Winternitz gives its title as Bhadracari. 
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_ a photographic reprint under the Chinese title 

in 72 folios. The Sanskrit text 

is given in Siddham characters with lateral Chinese word-meanings, 
followed by three Chinese translations. The whole text has been 
photographically reproduced in the present edition. 

The first translation given undernea th the Siddham text is 
by Amoghavajra (A.D.746-771) of the T'ang dynasty. In the Taisho 
Issaikyo edition its serial number is 297 (Bunyiu Nanjio, A Catalogue 


On the pages opposite to the Siddham text, are the second and 
third Chinese translations. The second is entitled —^ a 

short name of translated by Bnddha- 

bhadra (A.D.420) of the Eastern Tsin dynasty. In the Taisho Issaikyo 
edition its serial number is 296 (Nanjio 1336). Our text differs to 
some extent from the version in the Taisho Issaikyo edition. 

The third is fascicule 40 of Gandavyuha, which was translated 
by Prajria (A.D. 796-798) of the T’ang dynasty. It begins in the 
Taisho Issaikyo edition in vol. X on p.847a line 4 (serial no. 293 
fasc.40, Nanjio no.89). It is referred to by the regnal year as 

After the text come the colophon, invocations, discussion of the 
variant readings of the Sanskrit text, a short note, and finally the 
epilogue written by Sramana Yen-yin at the South 
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Hill Vinaya Bhavana in the third month of the year 1937. 
The colophon runs: Bhadracari namarya-Samantabhadra-pranidhanSm 
samapta. According to the epilogue the variants are based 
“on the manuscripts of the 5th year of Shao-ting of Li-tsung 
of South Sung dynasty (1232 A.D.), and that of the 12th 
year of Hung-wu Tai-tsu of Ming dynasty (1379 A.D.), and 
an ancient manuscript of Koyasan. This book was compiled 


and revised by the Venerable » an< ^ according to 

record, copied by his disciple Q . Recently the 


old 


‘One- 


Dhariua-Monastery-Master’ — £75 ^ after investigating into 

the handwriting of the book, suspected that it was copied by the 


disciple 




and not by 




Further he added 


that the handwriting of the book-title resembled very much that of 
the Venerable. Though we cannot hasten to a conclusion from the 
above, it is beyond dispute that the book was copied by a Japanese 


sage. The Venerable who 


by name was a teacher of 


the Shingon sect. He was born in the 57th year of K’ang-hsi of 
Sheng-tsu of Ch’ing dynasty (1718 A. D.). He was versed both in 
exoteric and esoteric doctrines, particularly in the Vinaya teachings. 
Daily he was reciting the Sanskrit text of Samantabhadracaryaprani- 
dhanaraja and other sutras. His life is written down in the Continued 


Biography of Eminent Japanese Monks 


if 






tyj beginning on folio 358b line 5 and ending on folio 362a line 4). 
4 . The language of our text is Buddhist Gatha Sanskrit, for a 
description of which the readers are referred to Prof. Franklin 
Edgerton’s “Buddhist Hybrid Sanskrit Grammar”, New Haven, 1953. 
It is indicated in our footnotes by srpt. (= stropa) followed by section 
numbers. 

In order to help the generality of Sanskritists, a chaya in normal 
Sanskrit is given below. It has not been possible to keep the metres 
in tact in the chaya. 

trims': stpspraT i 


frtferrfvrirttT *rwr u^n 

ysrlcrtragpr jiw i 

trtTttTTOtT yifa f^r#: ii^ii 

fr#f5TdTdr tTwr=T itowh fPrapf t^rliari iiyii 
J tretTTOTsrfa^idtjspfi: i 

TSfd #qi fsRHT 4rp>fa 11^11 

frtfalwSJTfqi:: iM fsT^TT^T sfr^tfir ll\ll 

ItTT'TT'+tl't t: Tyf-T F T f tT ftHThTI 11011 

jtt ^RfRr jsftenr OTJTftHp^Tfir tftfaTPrriT i 
^wfir f%vrr=r *r?f;r ii<jii 






q*q qqfefe $iq WiTcT: ^«TRTST-^^r^TRT»T I 
qs^aiqiqq qqfqqrqi qqqqtqqrtqf «r#*r n?oii 
q q qqfcfw wtaspffar ^tffef fqqsqrq^q: sjt^it: i 
cTT^ ’T^T'T'^'TTrflT qTqfsqqiq'Tq'T W’Td'PT I '{ ’{ I! 
qsfq q Prff<r qftrqqqqreqrqf qrq srr^qtftqcr: i 

Si A < Jl T r T I T'+^-^ I'T fr^^T qqqiHT %iTFT ^ J '114 11'/ - I I 
'-\ *-'1 *1 -'J J1H -q~M I qF T TfT1fT'^ r T T7 T-1TT^M 1qlq i 

q^q 5 rvf w qfcqq qtqq qmFqf qqq ii^ii 
^ fqqr *rq^farerr qgr q q fsrq^ eRrfefir wl% i 
q qrqrqqr^ ?rq qqqr yqqqRqr qtfqfqqsT: u$ini 
qrqfqr qqfqfq^ qqfqf-T sT^rf 17 ! qTfq qfq^TigTfq qq^qmf’Fr I 
qTf'T^qiqqqfqqqSFqqq-q qqqj q'J'JTf fq 115 '* I! 

qrqqr: %fqq qsrfcftr qfqqr: q?r qqqqqtqr: i 
qqqqjRq qrfWTsqf qqg st^Tot qjsqiqrerT ii^ii 
qtfqqqf qif qqqrqr q%q qrfqFTT: qqqfqq i 
qqq q?qg; wcqMHTqt: srqfqqtsf fqw q%qq n ^11 
qqfenqqftrsT’TWt qqqqf qfq^qqqpq: i 
^ftsqq! fqrnsf qfepsi fqiqqq’Fqqfcsj q?qq n f q h 

qrfq q qqwrfq qqq#q qFt<qf twr qqq n?%u 
fcr^qfonwfaqRft «faft fqq qi qra; fq<pjej . 
qpqfq q qrqqFqTqqifrqTfq fat qferqt qqqqqqq ll^oll 
qqq: qqqqt qpqqq'T qiqqfqq fqtpRreqqqq 1 
qq qqr qfowqrfe<q qq: srerf qqq fqrqqrft ii^ii 
qqfaqqrqqqrTfq srerqqq qqqqq qq qsrrqqqTq: 1 
qqqqqt %nq qtq qrqqr: sNqqi fenq 11^11 




araaafaaaaara’l' atfaaaf q'ft'jtw’r: i 

a JTaTaaara: aaPHMciai'PTTa araa 11^311 
aar a aaiaar aa aaTaiat: aaraat faar aaa i 
aaaa arar aaar ar crafaafafwa araa ii^yii 
iiTFq-fcr xf faaTfa aa Ifwrfi asaaaT faaaifaaFa i 
a: aaraat Fara ^r#q; mFa at§ a Faaraaa ara iirkh 
a*aa Faara^ faara asaa |3at: Tataaia arara I 
aar a aaf waaTrt aafaaPTaarFnafaa: navi 
an^arar Faaraf asa atFaaaf aFaalaaara: i 
aaaaf a Faatwna: aafaataafOTra aaaa ii^oii 
aaa#>f a aaaaTa: a°aat araa'tsaa aiar: i 
artaraaaTFaFaata: aaaaaaaaaaarta: n^ir 
^aaara aataaaarPa aa a aa'afaaaasra i 
spgarar Faa°aaaa aea awa aVaaaf arara: ir<ui 
rraaaaa: aaFaara araaaa arsaaarara i 
'r-saa3:Taa sraaasrraaara aif T a: aaraasna 113 oil 
aa^aa ij- j i a aaa ■ aafaarar aaf^faafea i 
aaaaa'f aaraaatar asarraataaara Faara 1111 
aaf araaaraaa aa^naaaraf Faarara 1 
aaaa aFraaaarat afeaaari aFaaaa 113^11 
aaaaararaara aaia aaaaaraa aFaaaa 1 
asFaa awar^asaaawT^ara aaa^FaaFassaaraa 113311 




q qiqnqr qVqqrqtqrq^qT fqqtqq qqqqqq i 
Fqffqqqq f^ilM-llpR' cTFT^ 'H'lT'T qiqqm qTqR II 3 VI 
qtfeqqq qqqrq^q qTqqqq qRqqqq I 
qqT«lwq qqqfqqq qqqqq qqRqqq 115 311 
joqq^q qqqpqqq SnqqqqmqqSq I 
q#nwnFqqw qtFqqq tffRFWTR: 11 \C 11 
+4«iw qF*3ffqqqTq: qqqqq qfqqpqiTTq: | 
qnqqqqq *pqfq: cpqq qqqqfqw q#q 11 ^11 
£w*rs fqqtqqqiq: qqqqqj Fqqtqqqiq: I 
qqqqj fqqsqq qrqqqs Fqqr^qrq: iixoii 
qqfqqs Fqqtqqqrq: srFqFqqq i smqqrq: i 
«T5PPTj 5T'J qRqq? qRqfqq: IK > 11 

q- q sqsqqqrqr Fqqiqr qtFqqqfqFqqRprtqT: I 
qrq^ ywq qqfqqqrq qqqqqr Fqqsqq qtFqq nv^n 
^qp3=rt q: ^q: qqP*Miqt qqq q qiq dm^i q*: 1 
aqq Fq?q: qqiqqqW qrqqrFq qwFqq qq^; n*Vi 
qqqqq '5 n't qqqt Fq^rFgqqqfFqqfigqq srqFq^rfs: i 
qrqq qTqq qsfqqqqqrepf qqq; qq jr qq IIYVII 
qqqqfq qqqRTqTq qqqqtqfwq qqqq I 
qqfqqTWFqriqfqq: 'jqqq qr: Fqqr: qqf amr: iiy^ii 
q> q Jrtrm qqqqqfq q> q srqiq q|q qqrqTq i 
sisrqtw qqfqr Fprqrr qrqtqf qqFFq fqqrfqqiFq pfqrq irvi 
qH'fT fq^sr qqqr qqq RqiqTqqqqT Fq^sr qqq i 
qrqq: # 5 iq"t qiqqp Fqssi qtqql Fqcsr qq qFqqrqrqiq iiwii 
qrFq q qqfqfiq sqqpqqqnFq TqriqqqrFq qqrFq Fqqrqrq i 
FqsqjFq q qrqq-qPqq-fqfqRTFq qqqqtqqq^qrifq qqrq 11 i 311 
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gfggTgH <N H'+i jjI'IM gfg^Fggg 1 

^Fgggiggsnggggft gg fkftpsi gggFT jjgg iiv^ii 
gFfgrRlg gggggm gFggrrFg fa- ggFgr fFggrfig i 
fisTsr g <regfg OTfgarg gggg gsggWggrgg n<\oii 
wtvt: ggsg: fsftffa far ?grfa farFgg grfa g;g i 

gTftf! fg tig r agsgfafg T-TT 'Tf^T T] T ggfgf II V '/11 

rtt^iPt g^gugRtg-iFg fararggfa grgrfg i 
g ^*rt gsggl g^g Fgg gFgfa gg<g#gg ii^ii 
STTggt ^SHRRg gfal gfagt gg^rfa: I 

^ftf*T^‘ l TTT 3 T T 7 TT^r^^T: 'jfggT '■H^f^T g ggfggtgr 11 '■* 1 11 

Fgg g gggfg gtfg]|ggj gggr fggtgFg gggffid i g i 

ggfa gtfg srgfag fa to gR ggfa ggg uvni 

g I? gs-gfarfigg-rg gRgg grfag fagg gr i 

gg-t Fggrgifg gfa fsrqrgrr gtFgFgFg^g jtt TOTf gggg ii^\ii 

gggjrsftggr gigifg gg: g g gggrgsgggg i 

ggTgfggFgsrgrgt grggrFg g>wFgg fag u\^u 

gfarsgfaFgggf gFwggr gfiggrar i 

gggr g| gg'fag fa grggrFg gF gstggfg u^aii 

gg?faigr g \r. gfag sn-g^iifg fgFgg^g ggffg i 

g<ggf g$gg ggFggrg ggg ggrrgrftfa gfag ii^ii 
gg ggfggrFg gFggrgrFg gurg ggffg ggg: gggrFg i 
fag gr^ gFg^faggfarFg gfafa grgf grgfa gt# u^n 

gfggg fggg n ~ rj > ^nfg fg J >^ gggg gFgg gggg: i 

sgreRgg^ gg fag gggfasFggrgFsrg^g n^oii 
sgrefa gFgwsg g fagg FgFggfagfagfa: i 
gfaffag ggrgf jgf Fgg ggfag gF^gfa 11^ ? n 





Tfs^r *n?T srf®^i f^f®^! i 

m fa ms: sht sr%sjT?PT n^u 

srs^prf Tfwt^r 1 

fa ^ ^RNf^nr^r zTT^fwnrgff n^n 



5 . The text is divisible into four distinct parts: 

(a) The preamble in prose which attributes the Pranidhana to Samanta- 
bhadra. It appears to have been prefixed to an already existing text. 

(b) Gathas 1-42. They constitute the main body of the work. 
Gatha 7 is an interpolation. It is found only in It is an amplifica¬ 
tion of the theme of the preceding two gathas. It has the same refrain: 
pujanam tesam jinanam karomi. It seeks to supply what its author 
considered to be serious deficiencies in the list of offerings, viz., 
ratnas ‘jewels’, haras ‘necklaces’, vitanas ‘canopies’, dhvajas ‘flags’ 
and patakas ‘banners’. 

(c) Gathas 43-48. Gatha 43 introduces Samantabhadra as the object 
of devotion. It ill accords with the preamble which would lead us to 
believe that it is Samantabhadra himself who is pronouncing the 
gathas. Gatha 45 refers to ManjusrI-pranidhana. 

(d) Gathas 49-63 contain the phalasruti, ‘the good’ derived by hearing, 
reciting and preaching of the text which is referred to as parinamana- 
raja in gatha 49, bhadracaryapranidhana in 50, 55 and 62, and as 
bhadracarya in 52 and 63. 

Gatha 50 states that bhadracaryapranidhana is directed to 
Amitabha. In gatha 56 we meet Manjusri and Samantabhadra. 

6. The commonest term in our text is Jina the Victor or the 
Vanquisher, occurring no less than seventeen times. The next are 
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qrqq%fq qp^rt'^'q' ?VP 
q q|C- ?^q?, ?Y<q 
qq (?) qp ^ 

(^) qpjpr ??* 

( 3 ) q]C-»IC' 3 <vF, Y^qr, vcqi 


(qT. qqq) 

q q qqiqq qq Fre q^y-g^c 
s?£c5rq*.'qp-|‘Vq' ^ 
qq q]C'qj?J' v<5 
qfq (qT. q q) qpiqc ?w 
tfq q (?) qpapw ^°q 
(^) q|C'^c 
jft qptqr \\^ 

(q.) qfq y»r wr 

* 

qq ^or yr, ^ 
qqtqq ^'fy ?qr 
qjftqqtq ^'fy^c ^vp 
q?q qyiy yot 
q?m Sys^Iy uq; 

qrq yTjyq' 
qrq cyysqp' yp 
qfqq 4^ys?Esr 
qq (?) sy ?v*--- 
(h) f ?vt 

(0 fsy 3 ?* 
qq pil'F' kvp 

S^' 
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^qq-gq-qq- ?Y>T 

^ fy«r <\?* 

55t^ OyTj'i^- ?!?, ?W, HVI 
wt^rfif (^E^'^’C^Sj’q' y 9?^ 
ifapig o,t £ T^'§’p*i5J’ ° 
sfrrcretapt'^'lppr ??t, (-si-) 

*r 

IPI gqj-^aj-q- 

^fir (?) gyqg- ?i 
(h) ST 13 ^' ot. 

IT (?) ^*1'=)' HI 

(h) P s app}-qS,-siIg- 
(0 stSy vi, ot, <i... 

(V) qq- ^ 

(h) ^qy hot 

ife. . OT?ff?r (?) gc^-q-ajaj- ^ otr 
(R) gwrqqygq- ^ 

^ (?) FW HP 
U) qgtrprq- Y*tr 
Ifwi qgtjpj-q- HOTT 
Ifflim q$jq-qq- ??*r 
•IITI yqcyqj’ 

snrRgiR SJV^iyqcyqj- t^jg- 


IFTIT yqaoysrq - ^ 
ir (?) gc ^Y»r 

( r ) ^c- hvi 
hi cy ?i, w, rw , -m: 
infii gjgy hvi 
irer h*t 

ir?m g-jfargy 3<*r 
fijfig o,gq-q- yv* 
fliTTfWri ^q-yl^-qq'l^ Yog- 
flfn ^jSJ'qi]' vsTT 
pMIlRr 5Ig^’ HHI 
fiirig-g- w (n.y.im<s §■*■) 

fag StpSfq- Y^JT, YYIT 
fafalRw Jvqqjniy h<S*I 
faifipmrc ^qysjyrfysc- Yog 
fairer Jprqvfyq- hvt 

fgyg qq-qq-qicsj-g*]- ? ^ 

filin' ~Tj'qqyq~y' 3 3^1 
fogfaw R,^C’J^r^’('Tr. *IKT) yvt 
ftw5y ?OT 
filler 3pr|p 3 ?»s 
falter jpyq' :?ot 
fasten® ^srqq^jq*r ?OT 
fagtePHTH ^5I-qq-^3Jai- Yog 
fag? qgjyq - ^g 

«Nfa*(3 (?) ^C-q^-q- 3 HI 
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( r ) ^SWqgg 
fe&R g g'q- yq 
Wsra (?) ggqq- yr 

( r ) *Ky *<ot, w 
(?) q«gy vw 

frqfe (?) j^gg- yy** 

( r ) jprgg-q- ??*r 
^wforfs qc^wwfcsrqg' yyw 
fNre g'gg' y^ 

faqtawq (?) jprqqygqgglsc;- y?^> 
U) ^-qq-gg-g^sc vo^r 
(?) aprqvgc-q- rw 
f^Tfe yr q^g?r (arrfe) 
arTOkfaror ^g’qgnryqq^c'q- ^?<t 
sqpRir (?) gcq^' ^ 

( r ) SF-q^-q- ?.5t 

sraror qqgyy t^q 

?x 

to qy ^ ?^ 
qfro |- ;<?q 

qkqfq <§q'|g'sw|igq' ?<jt 
to ^g-q- ??q, ^^ir 
to gqyq' hvp 
tot §j=r ?°w 
qtfaFq qsc%- ?ori 


^rgsr Yyp 

^ (?) \? i Tj <\V^ 

{R) \oq 
rrTO*rrq ojqq-qy 
rrtr? njaj’Sg-efsr Yyr 

rrfo^g- q$pprq- m (rr^) 

TRq qqsqqq-^g- ?^>, Ya<q, \yr 
TOqqPc ^swsajgg-g-gg 
TOWTO? 5rq^-53j-^-Siq- Yoqf 
TOq%TrFq SJSWSTfjpTrq’q^q- ^?q 
ayr%nq iwqrs^'qoj'ly- ^Y*q 
TO^gy ?yq 

TOq ( =ttto) y^g- 35 % ^aT 

TOPTTOlq qi§'c^-qq’|gq§;;|'q- Y?q 

to sijsrq - 
tott \vz 
to^tito 'qgggq'q' ^aq 
stotto gjjyiSyy ? aq 
stotto g^gyq-q- ^ 
to^tto (?) gjj-gqgq- 

U) ^yqac^ °. k?’!. 

(?) qac-sf? (anf?) 
rTqqrq3‘ : qqfqf'>rqTqqrq qgq'tfljgqg'jy 
aisrf g'W (arrfq) 




swipr ^ 

*W ’ftf *l£«rqvjp|- YYEf 

?rt»tr;. . .fr^r(?) (qgqj^-qs,-^- ^ 
(R) ^-q«.-^|- w 
?rirrfsr fcn,!^- 
WlklH i&|?r?f (jfctr^Fl) 

^YTf^'^'gY ^ 

*WsC g-5js- Y*r... 

g-si*'§;-|- w 
Oflvq^-Jpi- SOT 
siS^sr ss^, i^ir 

SlWj-gq-y ^„rr 

^ (?) ?*iT, OT, W, IT, VT, ?°W, 

(R) IpWSY OT, OT, ye?, OT, ?OT, 
SW *OT, <\YET, t^Ef, i^qr, 
\CW, SR*r 

Brat'S "Yf^'WY ?' s ^ 

*r#!FT tMaj-^-ETf^- ROT 

^#5TIT (?) aJrfqvTjTj- ?ot, ?vr , 
RRV, 3?it 

(r) ^^et 

Wfspr ja,-q-^- W; ?0?) ^ 

Y^ 

OTf<OTHr>T gaj-q-qsj^i-g^-nj- 6W 


OTfT 5 Tt% a i^ £ T^‘ £, |§ 5 I’' 2 f^'Jj' HOT 
^rtfen^ (?) ^ 

(r) SY^'JpwgawsYy sot 
wot K^q-^rsy rott 
wg (YjT ?ot 
wfr (0 ^’SJ- OT 
(R) SPOT'S^ vet 
TTf% (?) 3OT 

(r) 'JJYY ROT, rot, 'rot, yot 

(0 spwsY yot, ^ (qr. TT#) 

(*) qws^-ni- ?TT, ??IT 

srf% 3iw srg^ - yot 
wfomt 'Tj^-srg^r yot 
Trfe^SET ^5J- ^ ?q 
TT#f3Tf ff^cqs^-q- 

pw ^Y^'IK ?R^ 

pwfircfa q^-q-sTj-g-^c- ^ 

5% q^-q^qp- ot»T 

gfejT qR- ? ot 

gOT ^Y'OT'Y^^I'q' yet 

S^ftfag q^'q^'cRdf 

Set 5j*r y^ 

3^ ^TfY ot* 

ggqqt |-|- r?et 

^ (?) Y H? 1 ! 

(r) y$w rr 1 r 
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St S <\V3 

ster qyq' 

*<PPft q^' ^ 
srrmrc ^'§c ^yr 
*roif ^«r§'»^' fl i c T ** 
mrfferfe ^gc^-tq^ni^^q-^-q' 3 ?<=r 
Frmf (q^-qq-qp- <\?S 


f 

IR^^ni-SlSni’ U*F 
fj »JC' K?S 

%rq^' ?^r 

%renr qaj-qyo^'q- ^ 
f^f qaj-q^-q§' kvt 
f|SR s^rs q^-qs,-|^- 


-> ! gsgg«g ! ^ 
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